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STATEMENT BY BALTIMORE INDUSTRIAL UNION COUNCIL, CIO, PRESENTED BY
SAMUEL SCHMERLER, SECRETARY, JANUARY 14, 1948, AT HEARING CALIED BY BALTIMORE
DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION

-- The President's Committee on Civil Rights said in October that "Segregation

has become the cornerstone of the elaborate structure of discrimination
against some American citizens." It called the "separate but equal™ theory
"one of the outstanding myths of American history" . . . It went on:
"Because of the prevailing pattern of segregation, established as a model
for youth in the schools and recreation systems, separate tournaments are
held for Negro and white boys . . . Without a contest between them, the
white boy is automatically designated as the local champion and sent to the
national tournament, while the Negro lad is relegated to the position of
runner-up, What child can achieve any real understanding of fair play,

of sportsmanship, of the rules of the game, after he has personally

experienced such an example of inequality? . . . The United States can no

longer countenance these burdens on its common conscience, these inroads

on its moral fiber."”

75;;;}(Our present Mayor--then a candidate for primary nomination--assured the
Baltimore Industrial Union Council that, having felt the lash of dis-

i Wyklb crimination himself, he heartily favors fighting diserimination in the city‘

:#Lw L
‘p“;)ivffy ‘/government and its activities, including enactment of a city civil rights

ﬁ;:,/igw” ordinance if we can't get one on a State basis. We accepted his assurances.

-- The National CIO Convention last October and the Maryland State CIQO Convention

in November unanimously and wholeheartedly resolved to work for abolition of
diserimination (including segregation) in all its vicious forms, including
enactment of State and city laws guaranteeing full observance of eivil rights,

with eriminal penalties for violations. This is a "must” om our agenda.

-= The Baltimore CIO and its affiliated local unionms, haveAchallenged the
Baltimore Department of Recreation's segregation policy. We say today ;.

"Jim Crow must gol"

Why are workers so vitally interested in this gquestion? Because their basie

respect for democracy, and for the proposition that all men are created
equal, runs smack into the so-called "Baltimore pattern" sponsored by
certain officials., In their own industrial plants and shops, they work

together as fellow-workers and friends. In their spare time, they have
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STATEMENT BY BALTIMORE INDUSTRIAL UNION COUNCIL, CIO, PRESENTED BY
SAMUEL SCHMERLER, SECRETARY, JANUARY 14, 1948, AT HEARING CALIED BY BALTIMORE
DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION

-- The President's Committee on Civil Rights said in October that "Segregation

has become the cornerstone of the elaborate structure of discrimination
against some American citizens." It called the "separate but equal"™ theory
"one of the outstanding myths of American history" . . . It went on:
"Because of the prevailing pattern of segregation, established as a model
for youth in the schools and recreation systems, separate tournaments are
held for Negro and white boys . . . Without a contest between them, the
white boy is automatically designated as the local champion and sent to the
national tournament, while the Negro lad is relegated to the position of
runner-up, What child can achieve any real understanding of fair play,

of sportsmanship, of the rules of the game, after he has personally

experienced such an example of inequality? . . . The United States can no

longer countenance these burdens on its common conscience, these inroads

on its moral fiber."”

ﬁ;JJ{Our present Mayor--then a candidate for primary nomination--assured the

Baltimore Industrial Union Council that, having felt the lash of dis-

' i ,ﬁ’ % erimination himself, he heartily favors fighting diserimination in the city

(3 X an
ﬂ“f}éyfﬁy ‘/government and its activities, including enactment of a city civil rights

ﬁ;;,/ﬁiw“ ordinance if we can't get one on a State basis. We accepted his assurances.

-- The National CIO Convention last October and the Maryland State CIQO Convention -

in November unanimously and wholeheartedly resolved to work for abolition of
diserimination (including segregation) in all its vicious forms, including
enactment of State and city laws guaranteeing full observance of eivil rights,

with criminal penalties for violations. This is a "must™ om our agenda.

-= The Baltimore CIO and its affiliated local unioms, haveAchallenged the
Baltimore Department of Recreation's segregation policy. We say today;.

"Jim Crow must gol"

Why are workers so vitally interested in this question? Because their basie

respect for democracy, and for the proposition that all men are created
equal, runs smack into the so-called "Baltimore pattern" sponsored by
certain officials. In their own industrial plants and shops, they work

together as fellow-workers and friends. In their spare time, they have
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joint recreational sessions at the union halls, including sports, games,
parties, and dances. The Baltimore CIO, you may recall, put 15,000
members and their families into Carlin's Park in 1945 for a whole day of

sports and fun together--without incident. And so on.

Workers make friends at work-~they not only want to work together, but
also to play together, on public grounds and facilities, too, without

hindrance by the straitjacket of officially sponsored segregation.

Interracial play in tﬂis very league was proceeding smoothly, until

Recreation officials dug up technicalities, and tried to invoke them.
That's what produces friction--not playing together. I don't proposs to
discuss at length now how segregation and discrimination are basically
designed to further exploitation of workers, through dividing them--we
repudiated the "divide and conquer" technique in a war in whieh 300,000

CIO members and other good Americans gave their lives.

It's high time to put a stop to this systematic violation of American

democratic tradition, under theAgpaaoLofggigh-soundiggfalibis. The

Baltimore Industrial Union Couneil and its 60,000 affiliated members call

on the Mayor ¢f Baltimore and the Department of Recreation, as well as all

other city departments, to ggge out Jim Crow and other forms of discrimination--

NOW ¢

Thank you.
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BALTIMORE MD JAN 22 1948
THOMAS DYALESANDRO JR

CITY HALL BALTO

IF YOUR BOARD OF RECREAT |ON ANb PARKS HAS FINALLY DECIDED TO DENY THE
RIGHT 0? THE FULTON PCA BASKETBALL TEAM TO PLAY SCHEDULED GAMES IN THE
RECREATION LEAGUE, AT ITS MEETING ON JANUARY 20TH THE BOARD DID NOT
EVEN EXTEND TO THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TEAM AND TO THE MANY
REPRESENTATIVES OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZAT IONS ATTENDING THE HEARING THE
COURTESY OF EXPLAINING ITS ACTION, WHAT MOTIVATED THE BOARD IS OF COURSE

CLEAR DESPITE ABSENCE OF ANY RULES OR REGULATIONS THE BOARD HAS IN EFFECT

CLASS OF SERVICE

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable-

m_unless its de-
erred character is in-
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address.

BANNED THE TEAM SOLEY ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT IS COMPOSED OF BOTH NEGRO
AND WHITE PLAYERS WE CALL UPON YOU TO STATE PUBLICLY YOUR POSITION ON
THE ACTION OF YOUR BOARD WE EARNESTLY HOPE THAT YOU REPUDIATE YOUR
BOARDS ACTION AND ORDER THE RESTORATION OF THE TEAM TO ITS RIGHTFUL
PLACE IN THE BASKET BALL LEAGUE -
HENRY BEITSCHER STATE DIRECTOR  PROGRESSIVE CITIZENS OF

AMERICA 328 NORTH CHARLES STREET
858P

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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PRESIDENT
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JOSEPH J. KING
SECRETARY
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LA 1500

J. MARSHALL BOONE
A oRD DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS
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Garrett Building
Redwood & South Stse
Baltimore-2,Md.
January 27,1948

1945

Honorable Thomas D'Alesandro,Jre
Mayor of the City of Baltimore
City Hall

Baltimore, Mde

Dear Mr. Mayor:

In case it would interest or be of some value to you, I thought
it might be well to send you this statement of my own attitude towards the
recent problem with which we were faced in the Board of Recreation and Parks
with reference to the mixture of races in athletic games. Please bear in mind,
however, that the Board itself has not formulated any exact explanation of its
decision. What follows merely expresses my own individual attitude. It has
been drawn up primarily in response to a letter of protest I received and it
has not been given to the press. ©So far as I am aware, there has been no re-
quest for a statement from representatives of the press.

I voted in favor of the continuation of our old peclicy, believing it
te be wise to go slowly in this difficult problem. The implications involved
are extensive and extremely difficult of solution.

In addition to this, in the present case there were some elements with
which, perhaps, you are not fully informed. Many people talk glibly about
democracy but democracy involves not merely an attitude on the part of the individual
but action on the part of the many. In this case there is nc adequate means of
determining what the majority may desire. There are many thousands of persons in-
volved in the work of the Department of Recreation and Parks and for us to put over
a ruling covering a new practice would in my judgment involve an element of dicta-
torship. If there were some way to get a vote of the people in question and a
majority of them should decide in favor of the amalgamation of the races in sports,
I would be ready to go along with them. But I do not see any adequate way to
secure a vote on this subject under the auspices of our Department.

Another element that enters into this matter is the sponsorship of the
proposal. The team in question with the two colored players is being supported
by the "Progressive Citizens of America" and the local representatives of this
organization are the ones who are fighting for a change in the present and past
practice in such matters. As you may be aware, that organization by general
reputation is subversive as to the government of the United States and the American
way of life as is shown clearly in the pamphlet covering certain Hearings before
the Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, Eightieth Congress



Honorable Thomas D'Alesandro,Jre. -2 =

First Session, the publication being dated July 21, 1947. A paragraph on Page 152
reads as follows:

At the National Board meeting of Progressive Citizens of America in
Chicago on June 30 (1947), the organization went even further on record
in behalf of Marxism when it adopted resolutions binding it to fight for
the socialization of railroads, power, and coal mines. It had previously
gone on record against President Truman's foreign policy, which the PCA
criticized as antagonistic to Russia. It had openly opposed the Govern-
ment's drive to oust Communists from Federal positions. It condemned

the demands for the illegalization of the Communist Party. It demanded
the renewal of wartime bureaucracy. Mr. Wallace,its mouthpiece, issued

a statement a short time ago to the effect that workers of this Nation
"look to Russia for inspiration".

We cannot cater to an element that knowingly or jgnorantly is disloyal

to this country, especially in a matter upon which there has been no determination
by democratic processes.

Yours very sincerely,

RG:D ‘\’ st QZ\M“T V“‘
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Pebruary 4, 1948

Reve WOy oss

Goundll oY thri stien Sducatien
203 North Webesh /venue
Chiengt, 1llinels

Bar Rew., ®ss,

"The United States osn me longer countenznoe these burdens en its com=
mon congciencs, these inmeads en its merel fiber.” These we the wrds of
the Pyesident's Jemmittee on Givil Rightse N

I, 28 s member of the sowctlled "mejority”, tnd meny el ny &ojusintences
likewise, aze sidk of the burdens Lesped on our gohseiences by the iniguities
(inggquities), the srimes ~ud the sins which other members ef our sewcalled
“reee™ prectice maugly snd gretulitously and persistertly ageinst our follows
#an beceuse Ged hes ciesen to give then 2 sligatly different pigmsnbatien
than than Hé gve thems

Ve would wermally expeot thet the (hristian Churches ss the outstanding
exponent of morel righteeusncas end principles would be taking the lesder
ship in setively end rggressively eredicating these evils, IThis obviemsly
is not the oase, The lenst we coculd expeot would bs that the Qaristien Churches
woul d be taldng steps te bring their ewn infameus prectices ef sggregeatien end
daorimination in line with their lofty presdiments concerning the "bevther-
hoofl of mrn“ws 21l mone Whon, on the centrerny, sewoslled "outstending Garist~
izus*l i anly refuse te preetice brotuerhoed themselves,.but use thei r pewor
end pesitisn te prevent »nd pmwhibit ethers frem doing se, it is uasthinkable.

En smeteur beasketbell tweam in Baltimore shbeoted its members on the
apparently sene basis ef their shility te pley besketbell, net by their skin
wlere Th: members of the team were spproved by the Iepartment of Morestien
as quelified, end played ope gams. /Altheugh the opponont/u lest, they made ne
pretest. "hon the Departmest of Hecreation leamed thot seme of the members eof
the tesm had been semevhet derker than the ethers, they instructed thet the
team would bo sispended uniess they drepped the Negre players. Ihis, of course,
they refused to dee


t8.gfe.ts
BepartEiei.it

The Board of Recreatien =and Parks, pmsided over by ene Mvbert Gerrett,
was visited st its nemt meeting by over one hundred eitizens of Baltimere,
incdluding efficial representutives fwem the Mdiw-ible. Couneil of Churches
and Christisn Rdueation, the fmerieans for lbmsmeratie fetien, the Urban
Lesgue, the Citizens® Uommittee for Justiee, the Baltimore interraciel Fellews
ship, the Urban Leagus, the Prugressive Citizens of fme¥iea, the N/ &,
the imeriern Veto mng Commiitee, end others, t¢ requeast that the Board 1ift
the suspension imposed by the lepartment of Recreatien. ot onme voioe wags
raised in faver of sustoining the suspension.

The suswer of the Boardi was te esll oubt five uniformed policemen =nd
three plainwdothes men, vwhieh is ecertesinly unususl preeedure. The Board then
went into clesed seusien amd voted 4=-i to sustain the suspensien. Reberd
Garrett admittedly voted with the majeirity, slthough we were informed that
it wes net ususl for the Fresident te vete execept in case of tie.

This is the scme Rebert Gurrett who hes been voted the Uolgate eitatien
for "iistinguished servie® In Christion Ldncatien.” The sotion of Fobert
(erret® mot only directly viclates ome of the fundamentsl temets of (hristi-n-
ity,"the bretherheod of men™,but prehibits ethers vhe desire te =dhere te it
from.se ®ing. .

If "the United States ean no longer ceumtensnoe these burdens on its
cermeon osngcience™,and the rresident's Committee eites om slmest parallel
situstion in public recreation in Waghington as ene ef the things that wan
"o longer be muntenanced”, it is difficult te seelww the Qirittian Churches
BN B Soe -

o gremt ke Golgote citation te bbert usrrett after aetion so un=
beeoming te o suppesed "Jhristiun” would be & meckerye The least that the
spokesnen for the Ghkistian Churdies ¢=n ¥ is te reweall the eltatien.

Voery truly yours,

ces Hwv. Villis Perd
s NAAGP
3 Afro-/merican
s PO
s Magor Thomes J'%:)es:ndre

e
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MAYOR'S OFFICE

BALTIMORE

February 13, 1948

Mr. Msurice Braverman
15 8. Gay Street
Baltimore-.2, Maryland

Dear Mr. Braverman:

Acknovledgement is hereby made of your
letter of Februsry 9th in which you protest the action of
the Department of Recreation in refusing to allow the PCA
basketball team public facilities and membership in the
Recreation Lesague.

I appreciate your writing to me expressing

your views in this matter and assure you that they will de
borne in mind.

‘With best wishes, I am

< Sincerely yours,



MAURICE BRAVERMAN ATTORNEY « COUNSELLOR AT LAW

15 SOUTH GAY STREET ¢« BALTIMORE-2. MARYLAND + DAY! SARATOGA OI17 +« NIGHT: LAFAYETTE 0022

=

February 9, 1948

RECD FEB 1U 1948

Mayor Thomas D'Alesandro
City Hall
Baltimore - 2, Maryland

Dear Mr, Mayor:

I wish to register a strong protest over the action of the Department
of Recreation in refus qgggiltbtmthvﬁ!eh“htiksthull team public
faciTitTes and membership in the Recreation League because tWo of
the members of the basketball team are Negroo. This incident has al-
ready attracted nationwide attention, and as a Baltimorean, I feel
ashamed that this came about through official action of your Adminis-
tration. .

I think that prompt intervention on the part of your office is nec~
essary to overrule the action of the Department of Recreation.

Sincerely yours,

I -

mb: jb
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February 16, 1948

Mrs, Virginia W, Franklin
1550 Hanover Street
Baltimore

My dear Mrs, Franklin g

Dr., W.H. Lemmel took up with me your letter of February 6 in
which you wrote about the participation of white and colored students in
certain school activities.

You first mentioned the Spring Pestival of Music. For several
yvears the Baltimore schools have been holding the spring music festivals.
In these festivals, which have been held at the Fifth Regiment Armory, both
white and colored schools have participated in the same program. This year
there will be given either at the Fifth Regiment Armory or in the Stadium
a program of instrumental music played by the orchestra and bands of the various
seccndary schools. Each school will have an opportunity to play two or three
pieces separately. At the end, all the schools, both white and colored, will
unite in playing a march and the Star Spahgled Banner. This program has been
discussed hy all of our senior high school principals and they all agree that
the arrangement is a suitable one. This is no great departure,however, from
what has been going on for several years in Baltimore.

Next, you spoke of a joint asseunbly. I believe you must be referring
to a concert to be given by the Bamid ofthe Cleveland Heights High School from
Cleveland, Ohio, which will be in Baltimore during the last week of March.

Plans for having a concert given in the Baltimore Polytechnic Institute auditorium
which both white and colored high school students and adults could attend were
under discussion. It has since been decided,however, to open this concert to
shite yompls anly. G et wsdd B .

_ I believe this letter answers both questions that you raised in your
letter of February 6. However, if it does not, please do not hesitate to get
in touch with me and I shall try to give you whatever additional information you
desire.

Very truly yours,
(Signed)J.Carey Taylor,
Assistant Superihtendent.
Copies tos

Dr,Lemmel



OFFICERS

PRESIDENT

MRS. ALICE B. ARRINGTON
1301 MADISON AVENUE
BALTIMORE 17, MD.

VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. KELLY L. JACKSON

RECORDING SECRETARY

MISS FANNIE R. GLASCOE
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

MRS. J. HIRAM BUTLER

2111 DRUID HILL AVENUE, 17

TREASURER
MRS. MAURICE L. ADAMS

PUBLICITY EDITOR
MRS. MATTHEW CHAMBERLAIN

PARLIAMENTARIAN
MRS, WILLIAM H. PROCTOR

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

NOMINATING
MRS. ROBERT CLARK

PROGRAM
MRS. ETHEL J. DAY

MEMBERSHIP
MISS ALICE G. TAYLOR

LEGISLATIVE
MRS. CECIL SCOTT

FINANCE
MRS. VICTOR GRAY

AUDITING
MRS. PENDLETON PARROTT

Mayor Thomas D'Alesandro

City Hall

Baltimore 2, Maryland

Honorable Sir:

The Executive Committee of the Maryland League

February 17, 1548

of Women&s Clubs asked me to convey to you their

hope that you will do all within your power to see

that the Buregu of Farks and Recreatlon does not
make a pollqy4gyeventing races from ﬁiayiig‘fbgether.

We feel that this is not only a2 time when we

RECD FEB 1y 1948

must affirm our belief in democracy but we must help

see that it works.

We look to you as one of the leaders to help

steer us in the right direction.

Sincerely yours,

Alice B, %ringt% é\

President
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MAYOR'S OFFICE

BALTIMORE

February 19, 1948

Mrs, Aliee B, Arrington, President
Marylond Lesgme of “omen's Cluds
1301 Madigon Averme
Beltimore.l?, Haryland
Dear Mres, Arrington:

In the abaence of His Homor, Mayor Thomas
D'Alesandro, Jr., vhe fs in New York Oity attoniing the United
States Conference of Mayors, T wish e sobnovliedpe receipt of
your letter of February 17%h expressing the hope of the Izecutive
Coumitten of the Maryland Lesgue of Wemen's Clubs that the Board
of Recreation and Parks will n‘ make 2 poliey preventing races
from playing together.

Please be sdvised that I am forvarding your
communication to Mr. Robert Garrett, President of the Board of
Recrention and Parks for his attention and consideration,

Sincerely yours,

Leroy U. Shaughnessy,
Expcutive Secretary

1]
p ,yi'7.r_ P

M 72 6) &




BALTIMORE URBAN LEAGURqy res 23 %

FOR SOCIAL SERVICE AMONG NEGROES
PARTICIPATES IN COMMUNITY FUND

2404 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, BALTIMORE-17, MD.
SIDNEY HOLLANDER, PRES. MRS. G, LAKE IMES

MRS. WILLIAM H. PROCTOR, 1ST VICE-PRES. TELEPHONES: MADISON 0020-0021 REUBEN F. JONES

FRANK T. RHOAD, JR., 2ND VICE-PRES. REV. BRUCE H. MCDONALD
JOSEPH H. NEAL, 3RD VICE-PRES. MRS. ENOLIA V. MCMILLAN
REV. RICHARD H. BAKER, SEC. MRS. ELIZABETH T. MELJER
HOWARD H. MURPHY, TREAS, ERNEST J. MORAN

REV. JOHN J. ALBERT JUDGE HERMAN M. MOSER

DR. MIRIAM BRAILEY SAUL PERDUE

G. CHESTON CAREY JUDGE ALLAN W. RHYNHART
REV. JOHN T. COLBERT MRS. BABETTE ROSENBERG
RABBI ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN
GLEN SNYDER

WILLIAM S. TAYLOR

MRS, H. MILTON WAGNER
MIiSS AMY GREEN MRS. MAUDE E. WILLIAMS
DR. I. BRADSHAW HIGGINS ALEXANDER J. ALLEN DR. H. MACEO WILLIAMS

DR. D. O. W. HOLMES EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

CECIL H. SCOTT
INDUSTRIAL SECRETARY

VELMA T. MCEWEN
WOMEN'S INDUSTRIAL SECRETARY

EXECUTIVE BOARD EXECUTIVE BOARD

R. CLARKE DAVIS

JOHN FERGUSON, Il
MRS. JONAS FRIEDENWALD
GEORGE C. GRANT

«

February 20, 1948

Honorable Thomas D'Alesandro
Mayor of Baltimore

City Hall

Baltimore 2 Maryland

Dear Mayor D'Alesandro:

The Baltimore Urban League along with other organizations, is seriously
concerned over the fact that the Park and Recreation Board has thus far
_failed to reach a decision which will permit free and unrestricted Athletic
Competition between the various teams which are eligible to play under its

Programe....

As you may know, Baltimore in recent years has witnessed and whole-
heartily accepted interracial sports in such areas as football, baseball,
boxing and track. There is no reason why this natural and democratic
pattern cannot be extended to include any teams in the city which are
mutelly willing to compete against each other regardless as to racial
competition,.

We hope you will use the influence of your office to obtain from the
Park and Recreation Board a sound and democratic decision on this issue.

Very truly yours,

AJA/3



COP‘Y
MAYOR'S OFFICE

BALTIMORE

February 24, 19,8

Dr. William H. Lemmel, Superintendent
Department of Educat ion

3 East 25th Street

Baltimore 18, Maryland

Dear Dr, Lemmel:

Thank you for your memorandum of February
18th with which you enclosed a copy of letter sent to Mrs.
Virginia W. Franklin relative to the participation of white
and colored™¥flUdents in certain school activities.

My trip to New York, attending the United
States Conference of Mayors, was very interesting and pleasant,
although as Chairman of the Resolutions Committee, I was kept
extremely busy. I feel that the Conference contributed to a
better understanding of problems common to municipalities and
was beneficial not only to myself, but also to the other City
officials who attended.

With best ‘wishes and kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,
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ROBERT GARRETT
PRESIDENT

Garrett Bldg. -3

MU 7600

J. MARSHALL BOONE

i sinstrsd pec DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS
S. LAWRENCE HAMMERMAN
BERNARD HARRIS, M. D. BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

R. WILBURT MARSHECK
WESTON B. SCRIMGER

RECEIVED

FEB 26 1948 Garrett Building
' Redwood & South Sts.
Baltimore-2, Md.
February 2L,19L48
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MAYOR'S CFFICE

Mr. Leroy C. Shaughnessy
Executive Secretary to the Mayor
City Hall

Baltimore-2,Md.

Dear Mr. Shaughnessy:
Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter
of February 19th to Mrs. Alice B. Arri ngton President of

S

the League of Maryland Women's Clubs. You also sent me

e L

the orjwlnal letter from Wer-to the Mayor dated February 17th.
I shall endeavor shortly to draw up an answer to
Mrs. Arrington which I trust will be reaconably satisfactory

and shall send you a copy of this.

Sincerely yours,

SECRETARY

LA 1500

Lo Sk

r

JOSEPH J. KING

Druid Hill Park-17
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MAYOR'S OFFICE

BALTIMORE

February 25, 1948

Dear Mr. Allen:

Acknowledgement is hereby made of your letter of
February 20th informing me that the Baltimore Urban League along with
other organizations, is seriously concerned over the fact that the
Board of Recreation and Parks has thus far falled to reach a decision
vhich will permit free and unresiricted athletic competition between
the various teams which are eligibdle to play under its program.

Plense be advised that I am bringing your letter to the
attention of Mr. Robert Carrett, President of the Board of Recreation
and Parks for his consideration.

Thank you for giving me the denefit of youwr views in
this matter, and with best wishes, I am

8incerely yours,
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Garrett Building
Redwood & South Sts.
Baltimore-~2, Md.
Pebruary 25, 1948

Mrs. Alice B. Arrington, President
Maryland League of Women's Clubs
1301 Madison Avenue
Baltimore~17,Maryland

Dear Mrs. Arrington:

Mr. Shaughnessy, Fxecutive Secretary to the Mayor, has sent me
your letter addressed to the Mayor under date of February 17th. He asked
me to give the matter contained in your letter proper attention.

You have asked the Mayor "to see that the Bureau of Parks and
Recreation does not make a policy of preventing races from playing together".
I desire to call your attention to the fact that we have made no new policy
but have continued that of many years standing.

In what follows, please bear in mind that I am stating my own views
of this situation and not necessarily expressing exactly the attitude of the
Board of Recreation and Parks. That Board has not formulated any statement
but has simply continued the old practice of the former Department of Public
Recreation.

I voted in favor of the continuation of this policy believing it
to be wise to go slowly. The implications involved are extensive and extremely
difficult of solution.

In the prewent instance there were some elements of which you are not
fully advised. In the first place it is estimated that some ninety odd percent
of the total: of many thousands of individuals involved in the so-called sand-
lot sports of Baliimore are white. Just how many, the figures in our files would
probably show on careful examination. It seems to me that before deciding to
change the old policy, we should have some knowledge of the attitude of the
majority of the persons concerned. But we have no adequate means of securing
this information.

Many people talk glibly about Democracy, but Democracy, I believe,
involves not merely an attitude on the part of the individual but a decision on
the part of the many concerned in any given issue. If there were some means of
determining this and the majority should favor the uniting of the races in sand-
lot sports, I would be ready to go along with them, but if we were to make a



Mrs. Alice B. Arrington, President
Maryland League of Women's Clubs

“2’

new ruling on this subject, this would in my judgement involve an arbitrary
action on the part of a handful of people not directly concerned.

Another element that enters into this matter is the sponsorship of the
propeosal. The team in question with the two colored players is being supported by
the "Progressive Citigens of America" and the local representatives of this organiza=-
tion are the ones who are fighting for a change in the present and past practige in
such matters. As you may be aware, that organization by general reputation is sub~
versive as to the government of the United States and the American way of life as is
shown clearly in the pamphlet covering certain Hearings before the Committee on
Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, Eightieth Congress First Session,
the publication being dated July 21, 1947. A paragraph on Page 152 reads as follows:

At the National Board meeting of Progressive Citizens of Ameriea in
Chicago on June 30 (1947), the organization went even further on
record in behalf of Marxiem when it adopted resolutions binding it

to fight for the socialization of railroads, power, and coal mines.

It had previously gone on record against President Truman's foreigh
pelicy, which the PCA criticized as antagonistic to Russia. It had
openly opposed the Government's drive to oust Communists from

Federal positions. It condemned the demands for the illegaliszation
of the Communist Party. It demanded the renewal of wartime bureaucracy.
Mr. Wallace, its mouthpices, issued a statementa short time ago to the
effect that workers of this Mation "look to Russia for inspiration®.

We cannot cater to an element that knowingly or ignorantly is disloyal to

. this country, especially in a matier upon which there has been no determination by

democratic processes.

Sincerely yours,
(s) Robert Garrett

RG:D

P.S. This will also answer your letter addressed to me under date of February 17th.



March 22, 1948

Editor of the Evening Sun
Baltimore, Maryland

Sir:

Having read an article in Monday's Morning Sun, under the
heading "D'Alesandro Nade Target", the writer after carefully
observing the acts of the reactionary forces in the state of
Maryland, namely his Exeellency Govexnor lane, have noticed
that he has become quite an artist in his role as peacemaker .
in the Democratic Party. R

One day he is champion of the President's program, and the
next day he is in complete aggreement with the viecious southexrn
groups In attempt to disregard the decision handed down by the
Supreme Court in reference to equal education apportunities.

The writer has no desire to enter into a controversy with
the southexrn state over theixr method selecte’ to comply with
that deelision. But being of Negro ancestry and a property
owner, a taxpayer and being very much aware of the inereased
real estate holdings of members of my group in the past few years
I wish to assure you that we have no intention of sending our
children out of the state to obtain the necessary educations

Tha state of Naryland, inspite of Himmler's assistant,
distinguished head of the lMaryland University, must

supply ea ational facilities for the present generation of nmy
race, If the state of laryland do not care to have children of
our yace in its colleges, I assure you I personally do not care
to have my child attend any of the so-called 1lily white colleges,
then necessary expenditures must be made to make lorgan College
a first rate college including lMedieal and Surgigeal studies.

Very truly yours,

Hexrman Wil}iams
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THE ACTION OF YOUR CITY GOVERNMENT IN 1TS BRUTAL ARREST OF
YOUNG NEGRO AND WH1TE PEOPLE FOR THE WMERE FACT OF THEIR
HAVING PLAYED TENNIS TOGETHER ON A PUBLIC COQURT IS THE
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cory
MAYOR'S OFFICE

BALTIMORE

July 29, 1948
Mra. Lillie M, President d
Hational Association for the A
Advancement of Colored People
LOZ Dairhin Street

Baltimore.l?, Maryland
Dear Mrs. Jackson:

This 4s to scknowledge your letter of July 24
relotive to the matter of race relations and the activity of
the Park Board of the City.

This matter is nov before the Courts of the
State and 19 not subject to public discussion until after a
Judicial determination has Leen made.

' I might say that the whole matter of race
relations has been one of very real concern %¢ me since my
early days in the lezislature.

Recently, I have given a goovd deal of
attention to the whole problem and am wmore than ever conscious
of some of the serious issues involved. I do want you to know
that I am always glad to have a free expression of opinion from
you and from the National Agsociation for the Advancement of
Colored People. It is only by being frank that we can really
move forward in solving the whole problem.

Sincerely yours,



. TELEPHCNE MADISON 4695

MRS. LILLIE M. JACKSON

PRESIDENT

VICE-PRESIDENTS

MRS. AUGUSTA T. CHISSELL
MRS. SARAH F. DIGGS

MRS. MAYME F. GRIFFIN
REV. J. R. BUTLER

REV. FRANK J. FRYE
REV. H. O. GRAHAM
REV. E. W. WHITE

MISS EDNA R. HOPKINS
SECRETARY

WILBUR O. STEWART
TREASURER

DR. W. O. BRYSON, JR.
AUDITOR

JOSHUA E. MAXWELL
AUDITOR EMERITUS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

HENRY U. AYERS

BISHOP GEORGE W. BABER
REV. J. J. BARNES

MRS. LAURA BOULDIN
MRS. LILLIE BROOKS

GUS E. BROWN .

REV. HELEN BROWN

REV. J. TIMOTHY BODDIE
DR. J. E. T. CAMPER
RICHARD COLE

DR. BERNARD CHRISTMAS
MRS. LOUISE CHURCH
REV. WILLARD CLAYTON
REV. JOHN T. COLBERT
ATTY. CALVIN A. DOUGLASS
GEORGE DOUGLASS

MRS. EMMA J. EPPS

MRS. AMANDA FINCH
HERBERT GARDNER

REV. G. J. GARNETT

MRS. DOROTHY C. GIBSON
MISS BERTHA GREENE
REV. EUGENE T. GROVE
MRS. ANNIE HARCUM

MRS. SEDONIA HARRIDAY
MRS. ZENOBIA HOLLIS
MISS P. ESTELLA HOLLOWAY
MRS. MARY E. HAWKINS
WILLIE E. HUBBARD
MACEO HOWARD

REV. KELLY L. JACKSON
MRS. BERNICE JOWERS
MRS. MAMIE KNOWLAND
ELI JONES

CHARLES KEY

DR. ALBERT L. LAFOREST
MRS. MARIE LEWIS

REV. E. L. LOFTON

DR. GEORGE MCDONALD
MRS. ENOLIA P. MCMILLAN
MRS. FRANCES R. MADDEN
MRS. EVELYN MAY
EUGENE MAYO

MRS. MARIE MASON

MRS. REBECCA MERCER
REV. CEDRIC MILLS
CLARENCE M. MITCHELL. JR.
DR. GEORGE B. MURPHY
MRS. DELLA MYERS

MRS. IDA NORRIS

REV.
REV.

D. R. PAGE

A. J. PAYNE

MRS. MAMIE PATTERSON
MRS. VIOLA PICHON
MARION S. POLLETT
MRS. VICTORIA RIDGELY
MRS. BIRTSAL ROSS
PAUL SCOTT

BISHOP A. P. SHAW
ELDER WINFIELD SHOWELL
MRS. JANET SPENCE
MISS SALLIE STEWART
REV. LILLIAN THOMPSON
MRS. EVA TAYLOR

REV. WILBUR WATERS
DR. CHARLES WATTS
DR. WILLIAM WATTS
EDWARD WHARTON

REV. J. O. WILLIAMS
REV. V. T. WILLIAMS
REV. D. A. WILSON
RAYMOND A. C. YOUNG

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
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RECEIV

BALTIMORE BRANCH

402 DOLPHIN STREET
BALTIMORE 17. MARYLAND

EﬂROWN. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

JUL 26 1948
MAYOR'S OFFICE

Mayor Thomas D'Alesandro, Jr.

City Hall

Baltimore 2, Maryland

Dear Mayor

DiAlesandro:

July 2L,

1948

ATTY. W. A. C. HUGHES. JR.
LEGAL ADVISOR

ATTY. CHARLES H. HOUSTON
CONSULTANT

CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES
CARL J. MURPHY
ADMINISTRATIVE AND
LEGAL REDRESS
BETTY M. PHILLIPS
PUBLICITY
MAYME F. GRIFFIN
ENTERTAINMENT
JUANITA J. MITCHELL
LABOR
AUGUSTA T. CHISSELL
INTERRACIAL
WILBUR O. STEWART
FINANCE
JENTRY MCDONALD
MEMBERSHIP
REV. J. R. BUTLER
STEERING
MRS. BEATRICE MARTIN
HOUSING
ATTY. ERNEST PERKINS
LEGISLATIVE
CLIFTON GATEWOOD
VETERANS
MRS. FLORENCE SNOWDEN
CHURCH

Democracy loving citizens laid party affiliation
aside andwted for you as Mayor of this city, feeling

that you believe in a democracy for all.

The Park Board,

which you have appointed, is a disgrace to the democratic
way of life and we believe that you should take steps to

correct this situation.

By behaving in an arbitrary

manner, your Board has created unnecessary issues as per-
tains to the municipal golf courses and tennis courses
of this citye.

Since your party is committed to a program of Civil
Rights, it would seem politically and morally expedient
to give some slight evidence of it in your local terri-

tory.

Maryland must awaken.

The issue is clearly defined

as Democracy versus Fascism with the complete domination

and control of minority groups,

We sincerely hope that

all Americans love democracy and for this reason we will
continue our efforts to point out discrepancies between

our ideals

and practices,

P@ease, for the betterment of Baltimore, use the
authority of your office to eliminate the barriers which
prevent liberty, equality and justice.

ILMJ/ecf

Yours truly,

Lopi m Pt

(Mrs.) Lillie M, Jackson
President



Oatober 14, 1048

Dr, Joha B, l’.%ﬂt *

639 N, Carey St
Baltimore ~ 17, MNaryland

Dear 8ir;

»

Subsequeat to the appearanve of a delegation
before me on Mondey, August 30, 1948, relative to segregation ia
the publie parks, a sult was instituted in the United States
District Court ooneerning segregetion in Druid Hill Park, one
of the public parks of Baltimore.

Also, pending in the Oriminal Court of Baltinmore
is & oharge growing out of the smme situstion,

Under the cirocumstences, I feel that it would
be impreper to now meke a public statement as requested by you.

Yery truly yours,

w,ir. 8 |  Nager
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DEPARTMENT V:OF EpucATION
Three East Twenty-Fifth Street

WILLIAM H. LEMMEL BALTIMORE 18, MARYLAND
Superintendent of Public Instruction N\ /

February 18, 1948
Honorable Thomas D'Alesandro, Jr.,
Mayor of the City of Baltimore,

Dear Mr. layor:

Concerning the letter from Mrse. Virginia W. Franklin,
I am attaching carbon copy of letter to Mrse. Franklin, which
you will find self=explanatory. The policy we are following
this year is in line with policies of schools for many years,
I am tolde.

Trust that you had a pleasant, and not too arduous, meet=-

ing in New York. With very best wishes,
Sincerely yours,

| %/w
LS
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THOMAS D’ALESANDRO,JR.

MAYOR

Januery 29, 1948

Nr. Robert Garrett, President
Garrett Bullding
Baltimore«d, Maryland

Dear Mr. Garrett:

Thank you for your interesting letier of January 27th setting
forth your views with respect to the guestion which has recently arisen before
the Board of Hecreation and Parks as to bi-racial participation in athletic games.

While I appreciate your consideration in explaining your views,
may I take the liberty of indicating some thoughts that ocour to me, although I
realise that the matter is one for your Board and not for the Mayor to determine.

In the first place, there are many good proposals that suffer
from bad sponsorship. As pudbliec officials it is our duty to consider and decide
questions that properly come before us, on the basis of their merit regardless of
sponsorship. If the poliey of segregation is opposed by the Progressive Citizens
of America, an organization with which you and I are not in sympathy, that alone
wonld not jJustify your Board in persisting in this poliey if you should conclude
that it was not right. The Board should neither allow this organizstion to dic.
tate a change in policy sccording to its wishes nor should the Board feel driven
to take the opposite position merely bdecause this organization has interceded.

The responsidility for administering the recreational sctivities
and the parks of Baltimore 1s with your Department, and you and your colleagues,
after considering the matter carefully, should asct in acecordance with your dest
Judgment under your osths of office and in the best interests of the community
to vhich you are responsible. As you say, it is not possible %o obtain a vote
on such a question, nor is this necessary, for many important decisions are made
daily by pudblic officials who are chosen for this very purpose, without the op-
portunity for a referendum.

Sincerely yours,
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MAYOR'S OFFICE
BALTIMORE

 July 29, 1948

i, don O Buectogit,
Miss MMO N.

2204 Rogedale Street
Baltimore.l6, Maryland

Dear Mr., and Miss Everinghim:

This is to acknowledge your recent letter
relative to the matter of race relations with rdm
to Regrestion and Parks.

I con only say at this time that the whole
matter is tefore the State Courts for decision and until
a judicial determination has been made the matler cannot
be publicly discuseed. :

I vant to thank you for your letter stating
your views on the issues involved and I wank you to feel
free to write relative to any matter in which you may de
interested.

S8incerely yowrs,



2204 Rosedale Street RECEIVED

Baltimore,16, Maryland. JUL 245 1948
MAYOR'S OFFICE

3

July 23, 1948

Mayor Thomas D‘'Alesandro
City Hall
Baltimore, Maryland.

Mayor D'Alesandro:

We wish to register with you a very strong and
unequivocal protest against the rulings of the Baltimore Board
of Recreation and Parks in reference to recreation involving only
first-class citizens of this city conducting themselves in an
orderly manner, i.e. the disgracefully arrested tennis players and

the golfers backed by the Federal Court.

We are opposed to regulations by any civic auth-
ority which divide our people and stigmatize any as undesirable or
second class citizens. Any government whiceh can not protect the
Constitutional Rights of all our people and work within the spirit
and the letter of our basic code of social justice we will always
vote against and encourage &s many others as possible to vote out

of office and keep out of office.

Very truly yours,

Marjori N. inghgm J

¥n. Ever ing ?l“w»\
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MAYOR'S OFFICE

BALTIMORE

August 23, 1948

Dr, John E, T, er
639 North carey%f.!r&*t *
Baltimore 17, Maryland

Dear Dr. Camper:

I wish to ackmowledge receipt of
your letter of August 22nd with reference to your request
for an appointment to disocuss certain phases of rulings
by the Park Board in the matter of alleged racial segregation.

As ﬁhh matter is now in the process
of adjudiciation by our Courts, it would not be ethical or
wise for me to weigh or pass comment or in any way prejudge
the action of the court.:

Therefore, I do not deem it expedient to

hold a meeting on the sybject in question at this time. I am
sure you will appreciate the reason for this deeision.
/

‘) Sincerely yours,

ke Mayor

ip j



, aITH REFERENCE TO YOUR REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENT,
PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THE MATTER YOU BRING TO MY
ATTENTION AND WHICH YOU INDICATE YOU WOULD LIKE TO
. DISCUSS, 13 NOW IN THE PROCESS OF ADJUDICATION BY OUR
- COURTS AND/MAYOR DOES NOT DEEM IT ETHICAL OR WISE TO
. WEEGH IT OF PASS COMMENT UPON IT AT THIS TIME.

/As MAYOR PREVIOUSLY STATED, HE
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JOHN E. T. CAMPER, M.D.
639 N. CAREY STREET ;..
BALTIMORE 17, MD.

-
TEL. GIL 1249 &é 5; ETT

457?"}
September 4, 1948 Q~ﬂ%¢
s f?::r
VAvoRs
Honorable Thomas E. D'Alesandro, Jr. rTL*jI:l;
City Hall
Baltimore, Maryland

Dear Mr. Mayor:

In accordence with your request, I am here-
with formally placing in writing the proposal that our
delegation made to you on Monday, August 30, 1948.

We respectfully submit that the facilities of
the public parks should be made available for recreational
purposes to all people without regard to race, creed or
color. In that way, recurrences of the tennis court inci-
dent would be avoided.

Since there is no basis in law for the present
policy and since also segregation policies in the park are
contradictory and have not been consistently enforced, the
elimination of the present segregation practices in park
recreational facilities would meet with the approval of the
majority of the people of Baltimore.

We therefore request: (1) a public statement
from you that your administration's nolicy is to opnose segre-
gation in public facilities; (2) that you avply this policy
to the park board and (3) that you provose to the City
Council an ordinance outlawing segregation in all public
facilities under the jurisdiction of the City of Baltimore.

In sccordance with your statement to the delega-
tion we expect an early reply.

Sincerely yoursg,

r N\ a

i\~ i \ Z; , ’k ‘/, ]
T Lb”“f“Q@L
Dr. {. E, T. Camper
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isolmnm;od {obley
F ¢ Box 324
severna rurk, swryland
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